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26th March 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

I am writing to you with some important information about our plans for the Summer Term. 

 

You may have heard phrases in the press about how children have ‘missed’ so much learning and 

need to ‘catch up’.  Whilst we know that learning has been disrupted due to lockdowns, at Grasmere 

Academy, we will not be using this terminology.  We firmly believe that the most important thing to 

focus on, is what your children know now, and build on that learning throughout the Summer Term, 

in order to prepare them well for their next year of learning in September.  We don’t want to focus on 

the phrases…”you need to catch up” but support and scaffold your child’s learning into a positive 

experience of success, where they feel that they are constantly achieving, not constantly chasing 

their tails.  We also do not want you to worry about this either.  We do, however, need a plan moving 

forward into the Summer Term. 

 

What we are going to do:  

We have spent the last few weeks re-assessing your children’s learning so that we have a very clear 

picture of where everyone is starting from, in all subjects across the curriculum. 

 

We have then looked through the National Curriculum for each year group and prioritised the key 

areas that your child needs to focus on in order to prepare them for their next year at school.   

 

In essence we have planned a very bespoke, personalised curriculum for your child that focuses on 

the basic skills of learning. 

 

What we need you to do: 

Attendance - it is crucial in order for this plan to work, that your child is in school every day, unless 

they are unwell.  In order to focus on the priorities that we have identified, the school day will be very 

busy.  We need your child to be in school on time, and ready to learn straight away - there literally 

isn’t a spare minute in the day, but we believe that if we stick to this plan, and children are in school,  

 



we will see huge progress made in the Summer Term.  It is the best thing you can do for your child, 

to ensure consistent, every day attendance. 

 

Homework - as previously mentioned we have created a plan focussing on basic skills.  In the 

Summer Term we are going to create a homework system that is consistent across the school, and 

focuses on 3 main tasks for the week: listening to your child read, helping them with spellings and 

supporting them with maths basic skills. After the Easter holidays we will send you a further letter 

outlining how you can support your child’s homework.  Again, your commitment to this is crucial to 

the overall progress your child will make in school. 

 

Seesaw - there are still a number of parents who are not connected to the app seesaw, it is 

essential for communication that you do this.  If you are not, then please come to the school office 

and we will show you what to do in order to get the messages you need. 

 

In summary - It may feel that this letter is very heavily focussed on a plan around literacy and 

numeracy basic skills. I just wanted to end by reassuring you that as ever, we will still be planning 

our amazing project work and our teachers are working hard to come up with the most creative and 

exciting learning opportunities for your child, which we hope, when restrictions have been lifted, we 

can invite you into school again to see what your child has achieved. 

 

As ever, can I thank you for your support, I really do believe with this focus in the last term we can 

make a real difference to your child, if we work together to support their learning. 

 

 

Kerry Lilico 

Executive Head Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 


