
 

 Provision Mapping - The Arts 

Exploring and creating with media and materials, 
Being imaginative and expressive 

Curriculum 
Coverage 

   

  

  

  

  

  

Nursery 

Autumn Spring Summer 

 Paper plate self portraits 

 

Drawing simple people 

 

Handprints  

 

Leaf printing with Autumn 

leaves.  

 

Using natural objects to 

create pictures and rubbings- 

sticks/leaves/pine cones.  

 

Printing with seasonal 

vegetables. 

 

Constructing and exploring 

with a variety of play 

dough/moon dough/gloop. 

 

Home Corner resources for 

mimicking everyday life. 

 

Puppets (hand/finger) 

available.  

 

Singing simple songs and 

rhymes.  

 

Role play costumes  

 

Collaging with mixed 

cellophane to create 

stained glass 

windows.  

 

‘Observational’ 

painting of Daffodils 

and other print 

flowers.  

 

Using egg cups to 

create daffodils. 

 

Collaging and 

designing Easter Eggs. 

 

Using feathers to 

create spring chicks.  

 

Using cotton 

wool/fluff/fur to 

make Farmyard 

animals on paper 

plates.  

 

Creating Cherry 

Blossom trees 

(painting with cotton 

buds) 

 

New self portrait to 

show progression from 

first in Autumn term.  

 

 

Making ‘natural paint 

brushes’ to paint with.  

 

 

Using powder paint 

outdoors.  

 

 

Large chalk outdoors.  

 

 

Creating a beach scene 

picture-printing with 

shells.  

 

 

Role play area -beach 

theme.  

 

Performing some 

songs and rhymes 

independently. 

 

 

 

Creating collages 



Christmas crafts 

(cards/decorations) 

 

Making Salt Dough 

decorations.  

 

Christmas 

performance-singing songs.  

 

Learning and singing 

songs and rhymes 

with less adult input.  

 

Colour mixing 

activities 

 

Repeating patterns 

 

 

Simple symmetry  

 

Simple weaving 

Throughout 

year 

  

  

  

Role play costumes linked to theme or topic 

Painting and drawing available  

Small world area  

Access to sand and water play for imaginative play 

Scissors/paintbrushes/spreaders available. 

Key vocabulary Colour names, light dark, brush, stroke, stamp, print, collage, spread,glue, stick, 

join, portrait, cut, tear, weave 

Music - loud, quiet, fast, slow, rattle,tap,bang,  

Story language - once upon a time, a long time ago, imagine, pretend 

Example 

texts/Artists 

Leaf man, Bears magic pencil, Mix it up, mouse paint, Elmer, swirl by swirl 

Rainbow fish, A colour of his own, Beautiful oops, The dot, Elma the Elephant 

series.  

Curriculum links  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Curriculum 

Coverage 

   

  

  

  

  

  
Reception 

  

  

Autumn Spring  Summer 

Paper plate self 

portraits. 

 

Leaf printing with 

Autumn leaves.  

 

Using natural objects 

to create pictures- 

sticks/leaves/pine 

cones.  

 

Printing with seasonal 

vegetables. 

 

Constructing and 

creating with clay.  

 

Role Play 

area-themed to topic.  

 

Costumes themed to 

topic.  

 

Christmas crafts 

(cards/decorations) 

 

Making Salt Dough 

decorations.  

 

Christmas 

Performance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘Observational’ 

painting of Daffodils 

and other print 

flowers.  

 

 

Collaging and 

designing Easter Eggs 

and cards. 

 

Using feathers to 

create spring chicks.  

 

Exploring Oil and 

water painting 

effects.  

 

Making own 

playdough.  

 

Repeating pattern art 

 

Symmetry artwork  

 

Weaving 

New self portrait to 

show progression 

from first in Autumn 

term. 

 

 

Squiggle it sessions for 

drawing.  

 

Using smaller 

paintbrushes for 

painting. 

 

Painting Kandinsky 

stones for outdoor 

area.  

 

Jackson Pollock style 

paintings (arts week). 

 

 

Making ‘natural paint 

brushes’ to paint with.  

 

 

Using powder paint 

outdoors.  

 

 

Large chalk outdoors.  

 

 

Creating a beach 

scene picture-printing 

with shells.  

 

 

Role play area -beach 

theme.  



Throughout the year Role play costumes linked to theme or topic 

Painting and drawing available  

Small world area  

Access to sand and water play for imaginative play 

Scissors/paintbrushes/spreaders available. 

 

Key vocabulary Texture - hard,soft,bumpy, soft, furry, squashy, rough, smooth 

Music -pitch,beat,rhythm, tempo, Dynamics.  

Spread, pour, wet, dry, mould,curve,flatten,brush strokes, thick, thin, 

pencil,pen,paint. 

Story language - once upon a time, a long time ago, imagine, pretend 

 

 

Example texts/artist Leaf man, Bears magic pencil, Mix it up, mouse paint, Elmer, swirl by 

swirl 

Rainbow fish, A colour of his own, Beautiful oops, The dot, Jackson 

Pollock Made a Mess. Elma the elephant series.  

Curriculum links  

 
 
 
 
 

Early Independent Learning Opportunities that link 
the EYFS Curriculum to Key Stage One objectives 
 
 

Year 1 objective What you will see in  
Little Explorers (2’s) 

What you will see in 
Nursery & Reception 

using painting to develop and share 
ideas, experiences and imagination 

Painting and making marks with paint on 
paper, saying “mammy”. 
Experimenting with mixing paint 
randomly. 
Using fingers and hands for painting. 
Exploring role play resources and 
mimicking everyday life.  

Using paint to represent family and home life. 
Using correct colours for animals and nature. 
Mixing and exploring how colours can be 
changed. 
Using masks and props they have made to use in 
play and imaginary role play.  
Using paint and paintbrushes more effectively to 
paint self and family.  
Knowing how some colours can be mixed to 
make new ones. 
Painting imaginary settings or animals. 



using a range of materials creatively 
to design and make products. 

 

Exploring using collaging materials to 
create pictures.  
Manipulating play dough into shapes. 
Spaghetti painting  
Messy play 

Using collaging materials to make representations 
(eg stars in the sky)  
Using cutters with dough to make ‘biscuits and 
cakes’  
Using pipe cleaners/tissue paper/cotton wool to 
create simple representations. 
Using clay or salt dough to make decorations.  
Using junk modelling to create ‘machines' and 
‘models’. 
Using cutters with dough to make ‘biscuits and 
cakes’  
Using pipe cleaners/tissue paper/cotton wool to 
create simple representations. 
Using clay or salt dough to make decorations.  

using sculpture to develop and share 
ideas, experiences and imagination 

 

Exploring play dough and using play 
dough cutters to make simple shapes.  
Building with contusion blocks/duplo. 

Using cutters with dough to make ‘biscuits and 
cakes’  
Using Junk modelling resources to create. 
Using clay to make animals. 
Using pictures of a design and copying to 
recreate it.  
Constructing with purpose and practicality e.g. 
making ramps for cars.  
 

developing a wide range of art and 
design techniques in colour, pattern, 
texture, line, shape, form and space 

 

Learning how to make marks with 
paint/pencil/crayon/pens.  
Sensory baskets to explore textures 
of materials.  

Widen the variety of resources used for printing 
e.g fruit 
Develop threading, hand-eye coordination, 
threading large beads, pasta 
Gross motor weaving with a range of materials 
e.g string, ribbon, tissue paper on posts, fencing 
etc 
 

learning about the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and designers, 
making comparisons and linking to 
their own work 

 

Pictures and images from artists 
work available for the children to 
see. 
Having images of unfamiliar 
buildings in building area-unusual 
architecture. 

Exploring new artists and mimicking their work in 
their own representations.  
Talking about what they observe and try to 
recreate.  
Exploring and learning about different artists and 
musicians. 
Uses similar techniques they have observed to 
recreate their own version.  
Explores using water colour, pastels and oil paint.  

selecting and using tools and 
equipment for practical tasks 

 

Range of materials available for 
exploring using tools and developing 
fine motor- jigsaws, tweezers, 
threading etc.  

Begin to hold scissors correctly and make snips 
or cuts loosely around simple shapes. 
Can draw with a stencil. 
Uses a variety of different size paint brushes. 
Can use scissors effectively and purposely.  
Can change technique or tools accordingly.  
Can hold equipment correctly and use tools 
purposely to create desired effect.  

using talk, drawing, templates and 
mock ups  

Mark making and printing with stencils to 
represent animals/everyday objects.  

Begin to use a variety of drawing tools. 
Use drawings to tell a story Investigate different 
lines 
Explore different textures Encourage accurate 



drawings of people. 
Can explain what they have drawn and discuss 
aspects of their picture.  
Can use different style of lines (thick, thin, waved, 
zigzag) when drawing.  
 

designing purposeful products for 
themselves and others based on 
design criteria 

building with construction blocks to create 
towers and models.  

Using various construction materials to use as 
everyday objects. 

Making cards and various crafts for special 
occasions.  

 Able to build and make the simple familiar 
structures of boats/houses/cars/trains etc.  

selecting materials and components, 
including ingredients and textiles 

Correctly identifying and kicking words for 
snack time food.  
 

Selecting and naming the correct ingredients 
when baking.  
Weaving with thread, ribbon and lace.  
Sensory playdough and textured playdough.  
Able to mix ingredients together and explore how 
wet and Roy ingredients change.  
Describe texture of wet and dry ingredients.  
Can show some skill in threading and weaving 
activities.  

building structures, exploring how 
they can be made stronger, stiffer 
and more stable 

Range of building resources 
available in the construction area. 
Exploring junk modelling materials.  
 

Construct a simple base for extending and 
modelling other shapes. 
Joins two parts successfully. 
Builds with a variety of objects (man made, 
recycled) 
Selects some appropriate materials based on 
properties (waterproof/strong etc) 

exploring and using mechanisms in 
their products 

 

Finding out and exploring construction 
pieces, flitting simple shape jigsaws 
correctly, matching two correct pieces to 
join. 

Enjoys using a exploring a range of different 
textiles. 
Decorate a piece of fabric.  
Show experience in simple weaving: paper, twigs. 
Show experience in fabric collage: layering fabric. 

evaluating their own ideas against 
design criteria 

Starting to use correct colours in painting- 
blue for ‘the sea’ green for ‘the grass’. 
Mimicking what they see older children 
making and creating. 
Modelling from adults. 
Attempting to build with construction and 
knocking it down and starting again. 

Can attempt to copy an artist's work or style, 
select similar colours.  
Can identify simple similarities in art work or work 
of friends.  
Can move rhythmically to music they hear and 
can discuss music they do and don’t like.  
Can build with a purpose in mind.  
Can select appropriate material for a task.  
Can use some critique and feedback when 
discussing peers' work.  
Can paint, draw or build relatively accurately 
versions of what may be asked (animals, family, 
homes etc) 
 

exploring and evaluating existing 
products 

Paintings and pictures available for 
the children to explore and look at. 
Exploring toys with mechanical 
elements for pushing 
buttons/twisting parts etc.  

Experiments and plays a variety of musical 
instruments.  
Will listen to unfamiliar music and form an 
opinion. 
Can comment on paintings and pictures they like 
or dislike. 
Experiments and plays a variety of musical 
instruments.  
Will listen to unfamiliar music and form an 
opinion. 
Can describe how a picture or painting may make 
them feel.  



Describes in detail what they notice about artwork 
or music.  

listening with concentration and 
understanding to a range of high 
quality live and recorded music 

 

Beginning to move rhythmically to 
music and clap along to familiar 
songs and rhymes. 
Music and movement sessions with 
Pom poms/ribbons.  

I can describe whether a piece of music is fast or 
slow, loud or quiet. 
I can say if a piece of music is happy or sad. 
I am able to hear differences in musical elements 
I can recognise obvious changes in sounds and 
take account of musical instructions (e.g. get 
faster or louder) 
I can say what I like about a piece of music that I 
have listened to, watched or taken part in. 

playing tuned and untuned 
instruments musically 

 

Exploring simple music equipment 
by banging/shaking.  
Using sound and sensory bottles.  

Holds some musical equipment correctly and 
attempts to play as they have observed.  
Can bang a drum to a beat. 
Can play an instrument quietly and loudly when 
prompted.  
Can recognise and explore how sounds can be 
made and changed such as holding a triangle by 
the string instead of with your hand. 
I can play a range of tuned and untuned 
instruments as they were intended to be used. 

using their voices imaginatively and 
expressively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes 

 

Repeating some small words from 
familiar songs and rhymes.  
Song/story sacks. 
Filling in gaps in rhymes and songs. 

Able to fill in the gaps in simple rhymes. 
Can change voices for different parts of songs. 
Can join in with Days of the week songs and tidy 
up songs as part of a routine.  
Can change the volume of their voices when 
prompted-whisper/loud.  
I can use my voices in different ways such as 
speaking, singing and chanting. 
I can perform simple vocal patterns. 

experimenting with, creating, 
selecting and combining sounds 
using the inter related dimensions of 
music 

 

Unfamiliar musical instruments to 
explore. 
Music from other cultures played in 
the sessions.  

Using Just Dance/Go Noodle/Dough disco.  
I can choose the most appropriate sound to 
match a theme (such as an animal, weather or 
event) when given a limited choice. 
I can put two or more sounds into a sequence 
and repeat them. 
I can select instruments based on the appropriate 
sounds for the intended purpose. 
I can recognise and explore how sounds can be 
organized. 
I can respond to music in a variety of ways 
I can demonstrate some awareness of beat and 
mood in pieces I play or create 

 
 

 


